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Dr. Daniela Patti, Circular flows of resources: how is civic society 
building up alternative models for our cities? 
 
How to combat climate change? How to distribute equally resources in our society? Many 

experiments have spread out across our cities as attempts to provide alternative solutions to 

environmental, social and economic challenges, yet their scale is often very local, their 

financial models fragile and their political leverage within traditional decision-making systems 

rather limited. Having recognised these barriers, some of these initiatives in Europe are 

developing alternative organisational and economic models that allow them to structure in 

networks the many spontaneous and diverse civic initiatives, in order to create circular flows 

of materials, knowledge and economic resources with a larger impact on the territory. The 

talk explores the landscape of circular economy initiatives across Europe and the networks 

and ecosystems they constitute, with a special focus on ways to multiply, upscale and 

connect them. 

 

 

Daniela Patti is an Italian-British architect and urban planner. She has studied in Rome, 

London, Porto and holds a Ph.D. in urbanism from the Technical University of Vienna. 

Specialised in urban regeneration and environmental planning with a particular focus on 

metropolitan governance and collaborative planning, her recent research and projects’ 

interest has been on the governance of peri-urban landscape, the revitalisation of local food 

markets and new economic models for community-based urban development. She is co-

founder and director of Eutropian Research&Action both in Rome and Vienna, an 

organisation supporting collaborative planning processes between public administrations and 

civic groups. She worked for the Rome Municipality in 2014-15, coordinating European 

projects such as the URBACT “Temporary Use as a Tool for Urban Regeneration” and since 

2012 she is board member of the Wonderland Platform for European Architecture, running its 

collaborative planning series. She was a researcher at the Central European Institute of 

Technology in 2010-14, managing European projects related to urban regeneration and 

smart development.  She has been guest lecturer in the University of Roma Tre, Tor Vergata 

and Universidad de Buenos Aires. 

 



                          

                                  
                                   
 

 

Francesca Miazzo, The Wasted City: Approaches to circular city 
making 
 
We are living in an urban age, in which cities drive progress, growth and innovation all over 

the world. Such growth has consequences though, most visibly through the climate crisis, 

growing scarcity of natural resources, economic instability and social inequality. It has taken 

thousands of years for our cities to develop into the complex systems they are today, and 

now it is up to us to face the challenge of creating healthier, prosperous and ultimately 

sustainable cities. Francesca puts forward the core concept of circular urbanism and it’s 

mobilizing potential to bring a future vision within reach. While giving new meaning to the 

interaction of the biophysical and the cultural, the material and the people living in the urban 

realm, she argues a clear case: citizens drive urban change—no matter how big or how 

small. From cities and their small communities to nations and their governments, today its 

needed to anticipate and adapt to change in order to instil the right kind of long term ones. 

While introducing CITIES Foundation work, Francesca will address how through community 

driven local action, she has instigated circular change in Amsterdam that has echoed 

overseas. 

 

 

Francesca Miazzo is CITIES Foundation’s Co-founder and Managing Director. Italian, she is 

based in Amsterdam, where she graduated from the University of Amsterdam’s Research 

Master’s Urban Studies. CITIES Foundation, nurtured by Francesca, has evolved around 

active research, community engagement, and initiation of locally specific solutions to tackle 

global problems, such as environmental crisis. Francesca has over five years’ experience in 

activating local communities and her work philosophy is based on co-creation and 

community-focused project development; hence with her team she has worked to empower 

the urban population to commence, drive innovation and integrate scalable initiatives into 

urban economy and ecology for a long-term. From local food systems to sustainable waste 

management she has led initiatives instigating circularity and commoning practices within the 

urban environment that is being shaped by complex interaction and collaboration between 

city-makers and citizens alike. This process has resulted in urban knowledge and practice on 

the local level that has been offering lessons and implementation strategies on the global 

level. Lastly, she has been the lead editor, curator, and co-author of “Farming the City”, “We 

Own the City” and “the Wasted City” publications. 



                          

                                  
                                   
 

 

 

Dr. Kai Böhme, ESPON Territorial Futures: An introduction to 
circular economy and its territorial dimension  
 

What would the European territory look like, if it were a circular economy? 

A circular economy implies changing production patterns to minimise waste including through 

repair, reuse and recycling. This requires changing social and behavioural patterns, notably a 

shift in focus to use rather than ownership, and away from the current economic growth 

paradigm towards a post materialistic society. The transition to a circular economy implies 

drastic transitions in all cities and regions and changing flows of goods and transport 

between them. This in turn will affect the development prospects of territories depending on 

their exposure and sensitivity to the changes. It will have considerable implications on 

territorial cohesion in Europe.  

The presentation will build on the work of the ESPON project on possible territorial futures. 

 

 

Dr Kai Böhme is founder and director of Spatial Foresight GmbH. He specialises in European 

regional and territorial research and policies, international comparative studies in the fields of 

regional development policies, spatial planning, and in the territorial impacts of sector 

policies. He has a truly European background and considerable experience in policy advice 

at the European and national level as well as in the management of international applied 

research and consultancy projects. Currently he is leading the ESPON study on possible 

territorial futures. This study includes a territorial foresight investigating what Europe would 

look like if it were a place based circular economy. 

 

 


